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ISOCYANATES

“ REQUIREMENT THAT EVERY EMPLOYEE EXPOSED TO  
DIISOCYANATES RECEIVE TRAINING”

The proposed restriction by the ECHA may have further effects on the coatings industry

 In March 2018, the European 
Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 
submitted the dossier on 
the restriction of the plac-
ing on the market and use 
of diisocyanates to the EU 
Commission. The Restric-
tion Dossier proposes train-
ing courses for the industrial 
and professional use of diiso-
cyanates that go beyond the 
REACH registration dossier. 
Jörg Palmersheim, secretary  
general at Isopa (European 
Diisocyanate and Polyol Pro-
ducers Association), expects 
a decision from the Commis-
sion in 2019 or 2020. The European Chemicals Agen-

cy (ECHA) submitted a dossier 
on the proposed restriction on 
diisocyanates under REACH. 
How will this restriction af-
fect coatings and adhesives 

producers? The coatings and 
adhesives sector will be required 
to ensure that every employee po-
tentially exposed to diisocyanates 
at work receives training on diiso-
cyanates. This covers the majority 
of product/use combinations in 
this sector. However, there will be 
products of simple requirements 
which will not require such a spe-
cialised training on diisocyanates.  
The distinction between those two 
groups of products is well accept-
ed by the authorities. There is still 
a need to develop a legal/technical 
process on how such a distinction 
can be made in an acceptable and 
pragmatic manner.

What deadlines have to be con-
sidered during the legislative 
process? The proposed restric-
tion is currently being discussed 

by the so-called REACH Commit-
tee. This committee is steered by 
the EU Commission and consists 
of all member states. There is no 
timeline on how long the discus-
sion in this REACH Committee will 
go on, as there are no legal bind-
ing timelines. Nevertheless, we ex-
pect a decision in 2019 or 2020.

To what extent will the new 
legislation affect the availabil-
ity of polyurethanes (and PUR 
products) in the market? This 
is a very important question and 
although it is called “restriction”, it 
is important to state that all types 
of diisocyanates remain available 
without restriction in the market 
for the production of all kinds of 
polyurethanes. �4

INTERVIEW

Jörg Palmersheim
Isopa  
(European Diisocyanate and 
Polyol Producers Association) 
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DO YOU WANT TO LEARN MORE 

ABOUT THIS TOPIC?

Attend today’s presentation by  
Jörg Palmersheim  

at the ECS Conference: 
Session 15.3

10.00 – 10.30 h

“Proposed restriction on  
diisocyanates under REACH” 


